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McGuire VA Medical Center

Hosts Innovation Creation Series finale Make-a-thon event

Reaches out to the Public to Help Innovate Solutions to Improve 

Quality of Life for Veterans
Imagine losing the ability to type on a computer, enjoy a beloved hobby like photography, or use everyday objects like your phone. These are a just a few of the challenges that Veterans and civilians with disabilities such as amputations and tremors face every day – and these are the challenges the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) wants to help solve. Through the Make-a-thon finale event of VA’s Innovation Creation Series for Prosthetics and Assistive Technologies, VA invites all designers, engineers, and problem solvers alike, to help us design and build creative new ways to solve these challenges.

The VA Innovation Creation Series aims to accelerate the development of personalized technologies to improve care and quality of life for Veterans with disabilities. 

The Series will culminate in a 2-day event at McGuire VA Medical Center in Richmond, VA, July 28 and 29, where the online designs will be built and tested to showcase how they meet the needs of Veterans. 

Participants will be given prototyping equipment, along with mentorship support from technical experts and Veterans to help co-design and develop their ideas.  Completed designs will be presented on the afternoon of July 29 and reviewed by Veterans and an expert panel of judges from the VA, Google.org, GE, and Toyota. 

The innovations that come out of this challenge will benefit the Veterans we care for and will be available to help advance American medicine. 

Some examples of the challenges we are looking for the public’s help to solve come directly from our Veteran patients. They are:

· Creating a medication pillbox that allows them to hold medications that need to be taken up to 8 times a day with a reminder system for each time medication needs to be taken

· Designing a device to remotely change the speed and grip strength of a prosthetic device for our Veterans with upper extremity injuries

More information is available on the VA Innovation Creation Series website at http://www.innovation.va.gov/challenge/ . 
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