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 Media Advisory

April 27, 2016

Who / What: The McGuire VA Medical Center invites you to join us at our National VA Research Week Luncheon this Friday.  This year’s event marks the 20th year of our luncheon where the facility recognizes those who participated in research at McGuire.

When: Friday, April 29, from 12:30 - 2 p.m.

Where: Multipurpose room, McGuire VA Medical Center.  

Why: Each year, McGuire’s Research Department hosts a luncheon for Veterans who participated in VA research programs at McGuire. An expected 350 people will be in attendance. Not only does the event seek to recognize those Veterans for their contributions to medical research, but it highlights various research opportunities as well. Doctors and nurses from different research studies will setup informational tables and be available to answer questions concerning their research. A short list of current research areas at McGuire VAMC are in the fields of diabetes, traumatic brain injury, hepatitis and gastrointestinal diseases.

One such research program is run by the McGuire VAMC’s Dr. Jill Gaidos. Gaidos is one of the principal investigators of several clinical trials for new medications to treat inflammatory bowel diseases (IBD) like Crohn’s and ulcerative colitis. Through the research program at McGuire, Gaidos said, Veterans had access to new medications before they were available on the market—in one case a medication recently approved by the FDA had been available to VA patients for more than seven years. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Interviews can be arranged with study participants and clinical professionals.
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